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TAGS: PINS, CASC, IT, SY ( BATES, JONATHAN) 

SUBJECT: BATES CASE 

1. ON JUNE 8 RESPONSIBLE ITALIAN FONMINISTRY OEFICIAL CONVEYED 
SUBSTANCE OF MESSAGE JUST RECEIVED FROM ITALIAN EMB DAMASCUS ON 
BATES CASE. 

2. ACCORDING ITALIAN MESSAGE, COURT PRESIDENT DID NOT RPT NOT 
APPEAR AT JUNE 7 HEARING BECAUSE OE DEATH IN HIS FAMILY. APPARENTLY 
FOR THIS REASON AND IN RESPONSE TO BATES' REQUEST THROUGH BITAR 
HEARING ADJOURNED UNTIL POSSIBLY JULY 26. 

3. RE JULY 26 DATE, ITALIAN CABLE STATED ACTING COURT PRES 
CAUTIONED THAT SINCE COURT CALENDAR WAS NOT RPT NOT YET PREPARED, 
HE COULD NOT RPT NOT GUARANTEE JULY 26 DATE, AND INDICATED HEAR- 
ING MIGHT BE POSTPONED FURTHER. 

4. EONMINISTRY OFFICIAL REMARKED THAT ITALIAN MESSAGE WAS VAGUE 
SINCE IT NOT RPT NOT CLEAR WHETHER ABSENCE OE COURT PRES OR BATES' 
REQUEST WAS GOVERNING FACTOR IN POSTPONEMENT. HE EXPRESSED VIEW, 
HOWEVER, THAT DEPT' S PREEERENCE APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN MET SINCE 
BATES HIMSELF SEEMS TO HAVE PLAYED ROLE IN POSTPONEMENT. OFEICIAL 
SAID HE EXPECTED CARDILLI WOULD PROVIDE MORE DETAILS, MOST PRO- 
BABLY THROUGH EMBASSY BEIRUT. BEAUDRY 
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